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„| ASSAULT ON RIYALH — A РАТА! 
CHOICE. 


IØR I 


л 
IM OUT OF LEGEND THEY CAME, SWEEPING 
EAST. SWORN TO RID ща OFTHE 
EY W 


წ QILAAN, THE DEMON PRINCES WHO HAD ONCE 

Ma RULED THIS AND MANY OTHER PLANES, UNTIL THEY 

ШУ HAD DISAPPEARED AND BECOME PART OF 

EI) FAIRYTALE AND FOLKLORE. BUT FOLKLORE HAD 

(У ONCE MORE BECOME FACT AND NOW ONLY YOUNG 
СА KING LAGON OF ANGLERRE HELD OUT AGAINST THE 
ГД QILAAN. DEEP WITHIN THE ANCIENT KEEP OF 

DI RIYALH, VARGONAX, MASTER PRIEST-KING OF 
МИ SUVETHIA, ANGLERRE'S ENEMY, TALKED WITH THE 
ЕЕ DEMON PRINCES IN THEIR COUNCIL CHAMBER. 





PROVEDA 
MORE 


i 
ARV NÅ TROUBLESOME PEST — EVEN 
IRRITATING THAN MOST OF HIS 
< RACE! 








IN ILLONDRE, CAPITAL 

CITY OF ANGLERRE, KING V 
IAGON D'ANNEMARC 
VISITED THE 

SORCERERS WITH HIS 
CLOSEST FRIEND, BARON 
WYLLAM OF VOST'R. 


ONE TOWER LEFT, WYLLAM — 
AND ONE MAGE-STONE. IS IT 
REALLY TWO MONTHS SINCE 

ALL FOUR TOWERS AND 
STONES WERE IN USE? y. 


| 


I'M AFRAID SO, SIRE. 
THE SUVETHIAN 
SENDINGS ARE FAR 
STRONGER THAN WE'D 
APPRECIATED. 


И 


GODS DEFEND US! 
ANOTHER ATTACK 


KEEP BACK! DON'T 
т. TOUCH HIM! у—// 


2 NAN. 
SG THE AIR WRITHED BEFORE THE SORCERER, 
V AND A SHAPE TWISTED INTO BEING. 
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GETBACKTOTHE PIT THAT 
SPAWNED THEE, DEMON! 


IF YOU'RE SURE YOU'VE 
FINISHED PLAYING THE 


И та GONE, WYLLAM! 
WE'LL LEAVE THE OTHERS 
TO CONTINUE THEIR WORK. 


ГІ Jm / 
Jj წ 


ү 2 қ 
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WHAT KIND OF WAR IS THIS, 
WYLLAM? AN ENEMY I CAN'T 
SEE, OR TOUCH! ONE I CAN'T 
DRIVE A SWORD THROUGH! 








THE SORCERERS ARE 
IN CHARGE, SIRE. 
MAGIC IS THEIR 
SPECIAL PROVINCE. 
THEFIELD OF BATTLE IS 
OURS. 
















ND THESE DEMON 
PRINCES — WHAT ARE 
THEY? FROM WHENCE 


HAVE THEY SO 
SUDDENLY SPRUNG 


Ж 2 
THERE WERE DEMON PRINCES IN 
> LEGEND,SIRE, BUT IHARDLY 
THINK THESE ARE THE SAME. THE 
LEGENDARY QILAAN WERE 
VANQUISHED AND EXILED. б 


AND THAT NIGHT, IN GOH- 
MYRETH, CAPITAL OF SUVETHIA, 
THE PRIEST-KINGS MET 10 
DISCUSS THEIR FINAL ASSAULT. 





WHILST THE DEMON 
PRINCES OCCUPY 
THEMSELVES DESTROYING 
THE HUMANS, WE SHALL 
ANNEX ILLONDRE, AND 
ANGLERRE ITSELF! THE 
WEAKENED QILAAN WILL 
FALL EASY PREY TO OUR 
SORCERY — AND THE 
WORLD WILL BE OURS! 


ILLONDRE SLEPT ON, UNAWARE 
OF THE GROWING THREAT. 


SOON BE THE NEXT 
WATCH, THOUGH. THEN 
IT'S A ROARING FIRE 





AND HOT PUNCH FOR 
МЕ. ჯვ 


ІН RIYALH, THE ОПААН READIED `“ 
THEMSELVES BY THE OCCULT 


PREPARE, MY BROTHERS! I SENSE 
'ARGONAX HAS OPENED THE 
GATE! 7 





EVEN AS THE PRIEST KINGS 
PREPARED THEIR LAST 
INCANTATION, 






CH'ITAN! HEAR OUR 22 
PRAYER! ANSWER 05... 
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SPIRITS OF HEAVEN 
PROTECTUS.. 





თ. 
va * 

CHANTMENT FROM — V 

GOH-MYRETH SHATTERED ILLONDRE'S PARAPETS LIKE AN ARROW THROUGH MATCHWOO! 


WITH A SII RE CHILLING THAN ANY SOUND, THE 
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BUT THE DEMORALISED POWER OF THE SORCERERS WAS NO 2 Р 2? 2 
MATCH FOR THE UNEARTHLY POWER OF THE QILAAN. A 25772 
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Л WE MARCH IN THE MORNING, 
№ 2 : WYLLAM! THIS КЕЕР OF RIYALH 
ры) IS TO THE SOUTH, I BELIEVE? 
IAGON AND WYLLAM COULD ОНГ я =D 
STARE AT THE DEBRIS. _ 7 


SO — THE SUVETHIAN 
SPELL-SINGERS AND THESE 
DEMONPRINCESHAVE % 
МУ WON THEIR FIRST BATTLE! 
BUT THE WARIS FAR FROM 
д OVER! 


AN 








—-( THE SUVETHIANS ARE OUR TRUE 
ENEMY — THESE OTHERS ARE 
SOME CREATURES THEY HAVE 

CONJURED UP TO FRIGHTEN US. 


FAR AWAY TO THE SOUTH, 
VARGONAX LOST NO TIME IN 
PROCLAIMING VICTORY. 


ТО US ВЕ THE GLORY! THE 

SORCERER OF ANGLERRE DIED 

BY THE HANDS OF THE PRIEST- 
KINGS THIS VERY HOURI 
UVI TRIUMPHANT! 


BEFORE THE SUN SETS AGAIN, 
ILLONDRE WILL ВЕ OURS! WITH THE I 
HUMANS О! СЯ 


EA РА ; 
SO —ASISUSPECTED, OUR ЖЕ 
ALLIES GROW AMBITIOUS. LET Е 


VARGONAX AND HIS DISCIPLES 
BUT VARGONAX'S MOMENT OF TRIUMPH WAS WILL FIND THE SORCERY OF 


^( ОШААМ MORE THAN ENOUGH 
WATCHED BY OTHER, MORE ANCIENT EYES. AG ON MORE TAN ENOUGH 


7 
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MORNING BROKE OVER ILLONDRE, AND THE MUSTERED 
TROOPS ASSEMBLED OUTSIDE THE WALLS. 
` 





HIS, WYLLAM. 
SPLITTING OUR 





THE NEWCOMERS HALTED BEFORE IAGON'S TROOPS. 


n 


I AM KING IAGON ОҒ 
ANGLERRE, AND I GREET 
// YOU ALL. MIGHT I ENQUIRE 
YOUR NAME AND PURPOSE 


HAVE RECENTLY LANDED 
AT THE PORT OF BRAS'L, 
/ AND RIDDEN HARD TO 
MEET YOU TO ASK IF THESE 
MEN WILL BE ACCEPTABLE 
IN YOUR SERVICE, TO FIGHT % 
THE HEATHEN THAT NOW «46 


MEN ARE THE YOU ARE WELCOME, 
FIERCEST SIR SALADOTH. 
WARRIORS IN THE 
WORLD. AND THE 
DRAGON LEGION 
IS THE ELITE! 


THIS DAY I 
PLEDGE DEATH 
TOTHEVERMIN 4 

THAT CALL x 

THEMSELVES 
QILAAN! 





SY [BUT AS WYLLAM ENTERED THE THRONE ROOM TO REPORT TO THE 
THE GODS WATCH А | 
OVER YOU, SIRE, AND NN | COURT, A TERRIBLE SHOCK AWAITED HIM. | 
SEND YOU A SWIFT M 3 
SS VICTORY. HAVE NO | 1 с 
FEAR FOR ILLONDRE — 
I WILL KEEP HER SAFE 
UNTIL YOUR RETURN. 


7. 
GOOD MORROW, BARON kk 
WYLLAM OF VOST'R. A 
А PRETTY SPEECH — BUT I 
Й SEEIAGON'S MEN CANNOT 
/ KEEP THEIR VOWS FOR 
A( EVEN А FEW MOMENTS. ВЕ 
ASSURED THAT WILL 
CHANGE NOW I AM IN 
CHARGE. 


VARGONAX! BY WHAT FOUL 
MAGIC DID YOU ARRIVE HERE? 


> 
NONE YOU UNDERSTAND! 
| TAKE HIM AWAY! WE'LL AMUSE 
va % OURSELVES WITH HIM AFTER 
IAGON AND THE QILAAN 
) ARE DESTROYED. 





SUDDENLY A RAGGED BAND OF ` 
DISEASED CREATURES LEAPT UPON 


ør BY CHULT'RI WHAT > 
ARE THOSE DEMONS? 


THEY WERE MEN ONCE, 
SALADOTH! THE TERRIBLE 
$ MAGICS USED IN THIS WAR 
HAVE WARPED BOTH THEIR 
MINDS AND BODIES. SUCH 


ATTACKS ARE COMMON. Ж 


ALTHOUGH THE POWERS OF 
SORCERY LIE ALL AROUND 
2 US, NO ABARIAN WOULD 
CARE TO DABBLE WITH IT IN 
ANY FORM. 


/ AN ADMIRABLE VIEWPOINT, 
SIRDAH SALADOTH. I MYSELF 
HAVE FOUND LITTLE TO 
RECOMMEND IN SORCERY. 





Г МУ ү 
IT SEEMS TO МЕ THEY ATTACK 
ARMOURED TROOPS SIMPLY 
BECAUSE THEY WISH TO DIE. 


> Ss 
OUTNUMBERED AND UNDER-ARMED, THE CREATURES СО 
TO ATTACK THE COLUMN UNTIL NOT ONE REMAINED LIVING. 


NOW PERHAPS YOU 
UNDERSTAND MY 
HATRED OF SORCERY? 





IAGON'S PROGRESS WAS WATCHED WITI 
COLD CURIOSITY IN RIYALH. 


SO, THE HUMAN 
DESPISES MAGICKRY? 
THEN LET US SEND HIM 
A FOE WORTHY OF HIS W 


PROGRESS? „4 


1, SHAANOR THE GATEMASTER, 
HAVE UNLOCKED SEVEN OF THE 
GATES TO THE TEN PLANES. THE 

LAST THREE WILL FOLL! 
SHORTL' 


EXCELLENT! THEN LET US RELEASE 
A SQUAD OF IX: ON THE 





WITH THE SPEED OF THOUGHT, ACHIOR MOVED ^^ 
HIMSELF TO AN ALIEN DIMENSION, WHERE THE 
FISH-LIKE IXSSAASHI LIVED. 


à ( DO REVERENCE TO YOUR 


MASTERS, CREATURES — 
^ FORTHE QILAAN HAVE 
RETURNED, AND REQUIRE 
жы YOUR SERVICES. 





BEHOLD YOUR ENEMY! — 
4 USURPERS WOULD STEAL THE 


FORTH, AND SHOW THEM WHAT 
/ IT MEANS TO DEFY US. 





BY გ SSAASHI | 
SURGED THROUGH THE GATEWAY INTO IAGON'S WORLD. 6% |! 11/7 


PANIC REIGNED AS THE CREATURES BURST Йй 
THROUGH, JUST IN FRONT OF THE ARMY. 
БІНЕ ES TE 
MEN 


4 
| / 


У VISHENA! WHAT MANNER 
ыс OF CREATURES... .? 





A BY ALL THE GODS, МУ 
IT FISH- 


THOSE SPINES CARRY Y—. 
VENOM! EVEN ARMOUR AY 
IS NOT PROOF AGAINST 

IT! 


\ 


i A ў! ИЗ 4 i 
MEN FELL IN AGONY AS THE DEADLY POISON 
ATE THROUGH FLESH AND ARMOUR ALIKE. 


CAN THESE BE SOME CREATURES M 
THE DEMON PRINCE: 


к 1 CANNOT BELIEVE IT! SUVETHIA 
BÉ, HAS EVER BEEN THE TRUE ENEMY! 


xt AA 
олсон COULD NO 





SUDDENLY, SALADOTH'S HORSE WAS” 
BROUGHT DOWN, PITCHING HIM 
AMONGST THE SPINEY CREATURES. 


TAKE HIM OUT OF THIS, YOU MEN! 


== THEN REGROUP AND FORM A RETREAT! 
A < 4 Ж < = Š 
77% 


^2 QS m . т А ^ 4 Р 
| AYE, KING IAGON. P 7 ALTHOUGH RESCUED, SALADOTH CLUTCHED HIS FACE WHERE А 
5 05 2 dij DROP OF THE CREATURE'S CORROSIVE BLOOD HAD SPLASHED HIM. 





THEM COMPLETEL! 


2 D 
SUDDENLY, A GLOWING OCCULT 
SHIELD SPRANG UP BETWEEN 
THE TWO FORGE SEPARATING A 





{(SORCERY! ver WHAT У 
POWER IS GREATER 


(Ж THAN THE QILAAN? 
ж АҢ d - 

THE SHIELD EXPANDED, 

GROWING INTO A А 

SPHERE THAT 

ENCOMPASSED THE 

ENTIRE IXSSAASHI 





WITH A BLINDING FLASH THAT ` GET THEE OFF THE SKIN OF Y 
BRIEFLY RIPPED ASIDE THE VEILS ` THIS WORLD! I EXORCISE THEE, ), 
BETWEEN WORDS, THE SPHERE CAST \ IXSSAASHI! 

THE IXSSAASHI BACK INTO THEIR 

OWN DIMENSION, AND ILLUMINATED 

A SOLITARY FIGURE. 

3 | 







GREETINGS, KING 
IAGON D'ANNEMARC, I Ж WHO ARE YOU, SIR? AM 
MUST APOLOGISE FOR I TO TAKE IT YOU ARE 
MY TARDY ARRIVAL. 19% 22 RESPONSIBLE FOR 

кы =Ç SAVING US? 





Jg U= 
I AM MYRDAN, CALLED RAVEN BY BUT BEFORE AUGHT 
SOME, SINCE I'M ALWAYS NEAR ELSE, I MUST TREAT 
THE WOUNDED. 


TROUBLE. AYE, I BANISHED THE 
IXSSAASHI HORDE. 'TWAS EASY IXSSAASHI VENOM IS 
ENOUGH, SINCE ONLY A QILAAN FATAL — EVEN THE 
DISPLACEMENT SPELL HELD THEM )/ 
HERE. CUT THAT OFF, AND THIS 
WORLD SIMPLY REJECTS THEM. 


AS STRIDING AWAY FROM THE 

\ KING, THE ONE CALLED MYRDAN 
MADE DIRECTLY FOR THE ARMY. 

2 


№. 


\ MOVING SWIFTLY THROUGH THE 
V RANKS, MYRDAN TENDED EACH MAN 
ITH HEALING SPELLS, FINALLY 
COMING TO SALADOTH. 2 


ს | FEAR YOU HAVE 
LOST YOUR EYE 
FOR GOOD. 


а. os Ао 
UKING FORTHE AUNTY, ЛОХ Sg SHAAN WILL 66 PAYMENT 


DISRESPECTFUL STRANGER. 6 d Ш | | მჯ ENOUGH FOR THE LOSS. 





THE QUILAAN WATCHED < 
IN ANGER AND OUTRAGE. TAN ETERNAL HE Еее. 
+ THE HUMANS! 


7: 


FORGET THE HUMANS FOR NOW! 
WITH RAVEN MYRDAN AIDING 
THEM I WILL NEED TO THINK 
MORE. LET US INSTEAD SETTLE 
WITH VARGONAX AND HIS. 
TREACHEROUS PRIEST-KINGS. 


IN ILLONDRE, THE MASTER 
PRIEST-KING WAS. 
STROLLING THROUGH HIS 
NEW DOMAIN. 


SEE HOW THEY COWER, 1-9 
SUBARAX. ALREADY THEY 
ACKNOWLEDGE ME AS 
THEIR MASTER. ONCE WE 
Å HAVE DEALT WITH THE 
QILAAN THIS LAND WILL BE 
MOST PLEASANT, I THINK. ff] 





ASUDDEN GALE WHIPPED THROUGH THE STREETS, С BLOOD OF THE CHA'ITAN! WHAT 


TEARING AT THE PRIEST- KINGS... ~ === 15 ТНІЅ...? 


+++ AND A VISION OF 
ACHIOR LEERED DOWN ON 
THE CITY. 


f 


YOU SOUGHT TO USE US, 
VARGONAX — BUT YOU 
UNDERESTIMATE THE. VÆ 
QILAAN. FREED US YOU ; 
MAY HAVE, BUT WE ARE 55 
ONCE MORE MASTERS ОЕ ) 2 
THE TEN PLANES 





E NOW YOUR MASTERS; 
AND AS SUCH, WE 
В DESTRUCTION! 






AWESOME POWER RAINED DOWN 0! 
š AND DESTROYING LIKE M 








ta ET LM A L5 2 2, 

ლი თაა იმის > AY D 

WHILST IAGON, UNAWARE OF HIS CITY'S FATE, ARGUED 
WITH SALADOTH AND THE NEWCOMER. 


|АЗЗИВЕ YOU, MAJESTY, THE )- 
QILAAN ARE INDEED THE 
RI OF 





WHY SHOULD I TRUST YOU 
MORE THANANY OTHER SPELL- 
II 
x dE 









I CAN ONLY PROVE MYSELF VERY WELL! AGAINST MY \- 
THROUGH ACTION, MAJESTY. BUT BETTER JUDGEMENT WE 
RETURN NOW TO ILLONDRE, | BEG RETURN. BUT MARK THIS, 
W. YOU — I FEAR THE CITY IS IN t 


WIZARD. І CANNOT TRUST YOU, 
MORTAL DANGER. р NORANY OF YOUR KIND. 


AFTER ALL SAVE US 

С МЎ FROM THOSE FISH- 

IL MEN. AT WORST, WE 
LOSE А FEW DAYS" 


> 


à Mi- 
SWINGING INTO THE SADDLE, IAG! 
| GAVE THE ORDER TO MOVE OUT. 





BUT WHEN THEY REACHED ILLONDRE, NO ONE 


WAS PREPARED FOR THE SIGHT THAT GREETED VISHENA! 
THEM. IT'S NOT POSSIBLE! 
f > W ADAC HOW COULD 
Ж ბ” PI 
| И < THIS HAPPEN? 
2. 5 4 
წ Ry 
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BEFORE THEM LAY ILLONDRE — OR WHAT WAS LEFT OF IT. ACHIOR HAD CRUSHED THE CITY 
WITH NO MORE REGARD THAN A MAN TRAMPLING AN ANT'S NEST. THE ONLY SIGNS OF LIFE 
VISIBLE WERE THE BLACK-WINGED CROWS AND VULTURES CIRCLING OVERHEAD. 
‘Be > ბ а Å => 22 ¿Z 

edi > 3 IP 





EY RODE ღა 
CITY OF HORROR . . NS 
IT IS AS I FEARED. THE 
SUVETHIANS OCCUPIED THE CITY 
THE MOMENT YOU WERE GONE, 
EXPECTING THE QILAAN TO BE 
WEAKENED BY YOUR ATTACK, å 
Ц AND THUS EASY PREY. INSTEAD, 


ACHIOR STRUCK FIRST! 


BY VISHENA! IS THERE 
NOWHERE 
UNTOUCHED! 


YOUR MAJESTY! PRAISE 
№. THE GODS YOU ARE SAFE! 


RGONAX AND HIS 


7 5 DOGS .. 
TOR ME AND OTHERS OF THE 


COURT.. USE 
THEMSELVES... "TRENT THE QILAAN 
Рд STRUCK.. AVARGONAX AND HIS / 
к SCUM ARE DEAD... Р 7 
Й 





WHAT HAVE I DONE? MY FRIENDS, 
MY CAPITAL CITY — ALL. 
DESTROYED THROUGH MY OWN 
STUPIDITY! 


HOW COULD YOU 
'ATE SUCH POWER? 


THE GATE SEALS OF 
PERHAPS YOU'RE RIGHT! MARYELL, THE 
I MUST PUT THE PAST -- AYE, MAJESTY. THE М DEMI-GOD, MUST 
BEHIND ME AND LOOK ) SUVETHIANS ARE NO ა. HAVE BEEN 
ONLY TO THE FUTURE ( LONGER A THREAT. IT IS BROKEN TO 
OFANGLERRE. 7~ THE QILAAN WE MUST RELEASE THE 
- NOW VANQUISH. DEMON-PRINCES. 
ITIS TO MARYELL 





pm CALLED Å MEETING oF 4 COMMANDERS. 3 


да 











HIS BROTHERS 
HAVE WAGED WAR 
AGAINST 


THE 
წ QILAAN AND THEIR 
KIN FOR MILLIONS 
OF YEARS. 


A WEARY BAND OF HUMANS STAGGERED INTO THE n 
ROOM, BATTERED AND BRUISED, BUT ALIVE. 


PLANES, IT IS ҮЙ I CANNOT BELII 
MUCH EASIER FOR US TO ქ 1150 MANY HAVE 
JOURNEY TO MARYELL'S WORLD. NY 'SCAPED 


WEHAVE 4 
FOUND HIDING XI 
IN THE RUINS! $ 




















MY FRIENDS, А 
CATASTROPHE HAS 
BEFALLEN ILLONDRE — 
AND I CANNOT BE 
ABSOLVED OF ALL BLAME, 
BUTIPLEDGE, IN THE NAME 
ОЕ ALL THE GODS, THAT I 
WILL HAVE VENGEANCE. 


A RAGGED, BUT HEARTFELT CHEER) 
МЕТ THE KING'S EMOTIONAL WORDS. 


LEAVING THE SURVIVORS TO BE CARED 
FOR BY THE TROOPS, IAGON AND HIS NEW ç; 
COMPANIONS WENT TO THE CITY'S 
RUINED CENTRAL SQUARE. 


` MAGICIAN, WILL YOU 
FORGIVE THIS STUBBORN Å 
KING — AND HELP HIM FIND 


MARYELL? 


THERE IS NOTHING TO 


4 FORGIVE, MAJESTY. AS FOR 


MARYELL — WE WILL GO TO 
HIM NOW, WITH урон 


YES 


MEDDLING WILL MAKE OUR £] 


PASSAGE EASIER. IN THIS 
CITY, WHERE THE POWER 
OFTHE DEMON PRINCES 4 
HAS BEEN FELT SO KEENLY, 
1CAN TAP THE DISRUPTION 
ALREADY CAUSED TO 
FORGE A SIMPLE GATEWAY. 
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IL NA МСОТНУ AIA THAE! 

ს МАЯУЕШІ MARYELLI 
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w = = კი ЖУ. ë D гр гъза AK ND 
AS EACH TONGUE-TWISTING WORD WAS SPOKEN, THE VERY AIR CRACKLED << 
WITH POWER, AND AN OPENING SWIRLED INTO SHAPE BEFORE THE WIZARD. 93 





WITH HEART-STOPPING SUDDENNESS, 
THE THREE MEN WERE SUCKED FROM 4 
THEIR OWN WORLD, AND DROPPED 
INTO A WEIRD AND UNFAMILIAR 

ONE. 
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TWO PALLID SUNS GLOWED INA — /CHULT'R! THIS SHOULDN'T 
CRIMSON SKY, AND VEGETATION OF BEHAPPENINGTOA å 
UNEARTHLY HUES COVERED THE DECENT, GOD-FEARING M n 
ABARIC!IS THERE NO Ж 
SANITY LEFT IN THE I APOLOGISE FOR THE ABRUPT 
WORLD? 4 TRANSFERENCE — I NEVER 
á GUESSED IT WOULD BE SO 
VIOLENT. І CAN ONLY ASSUME 
FROM THE STRENGTH OF THE 
PULL, THAT... 


17,1 
D ЦИ 
CORRECT, RAVEI 
YOUALL HENCE. МЕЦ 
ИХ ТО BAROFONN. gm 
უ 





LORD MARYELL!IT IS 
GRATIFYING TO BE SO / 
დ. WANTED. + Z// 


SET FREE. I GUESSED IT 
WOULD NOT BE LONG 
BEFORE YOU WERE 


AH — DIDI NEGLECT TO 
TELL YOU, MAJESTY? WHEN 
IARYELL LAST BOUND THE 


7 GATES, I WAS HONOURED 
JA. TO BE ABLE TO HELP — INA 
# SMALL WAY. JESN 


WHAT HE MEANS, KING 
IAGON D'ANNEMARC, IS 
THAT HE INTERFERED — AS 
HE ALWAYS WILL. NEVER 
HAS THERE BEEN AN 
ETERNAL SO INTENT ON 
MEDDLING IN THE AFFAIRS 

OF OTHERS. 








MARYELL TURNED AWAY AND BEGAN TO WALK 
ACROSS THE STRANGE LANDSCAPE. 


AYE— RAVEN MYRDAN 15 
MANY THINGS, KING IAGO! 
р MAGICIAN, ETERNAL, 
CONFIDANT TO THE GODS 
THEMSELVES. AND EVEN NS ч 
MYRDAN ISN'T HIS TRUE = 
NAME. NOW, MAKE HASTE 
— THE SHADOW-FORTRESS 
OF HAYLIR IS THIS WAY. PET 


СА MY KING, DO YOU I 
UNDERSTAND ANY OF 


YOU MUST EXCUSE 
MARYELL, MAJESTY. EVEN 
FORAN ETERNAL HE TALKS 


I'VE GIVEN UP TRYING, 
SIRDAH SALADOTH. WE'RE 
IN THE HANDS OF GREATER 

BEINGS. FOR NOW, I'M 


$0 SAYING, IAGON LED THE ABARIC 
AFTER THE RETREATING BACKS OF THE ETERNALS. 





AFTER ONLY A SHORT 
WALK, THEY REACHED 
THE BROW OF A GREAT 
CLIFF, AND BELOW 


THEM... 









= 


—HAYLIR, 
DOW-KEEP. 


ITLOOKS LIKE A DESERT MIRAGE. 
WHAT IS OUR SONNECTIOR WITH 
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THE QILAAN KEEP OF RIYALH CASTS 
MANY A SHADOW IN THE TEN 
PLANES, AND BEYOND. THIS IS ONE 
SHADOW — HALYIR IN BAROFONN. 
WE COULD NEVER HOPE TO INVADE 
RIYALH ITSELF, BUT BY ENTERING 
THIS REFLECTION AND MOVING 
BACK TO YOUR OWN WORLD, WE 
WILL FIND OURSELVES IN THE 
CENTRE OF THE QILAAN FORTRESS. 
7 
AYE — THE HEART OF THE 
DEMON PRINCES' POWER! 


РИ MA 


| ИЦ 
а 7 








жж BACK! >, 
=== 1S MINE! Да 





WITH A DEAFENING ROAR, THE GATES p=- Z C 
EXPLODED APART AS THE ETERNALS 
LINKED THEIR POWER... 


KING IAGON WATCHED 
SPELLBOUND AT THE POWER 
AND SPEED OF THE ETERNAL, IN 
A STYLE OF FIGHTING HE HAD 
NEVER BEFORE WITNESSED. 








AND IN A MOMENT IT WAS OVER — THE 
HIDEOUS THING CLEAVED IN TWO BY A SINGLE BLOW. 


us 


BY ALL THE GODS, LORD Š 
MARYELL! NEVER HAVE I 
før» ЗЕЕМ SUCH SPEED AND 
y SKILL! WITH SUCH AS YOU 
ТО AID US, THE QILAAN ARE 
ALREADY DEFEATED! 


DO NOT SPEAK TOO 
HASTILY, KING IAGON. A 
GUARDIAN SUCH AS THIS IS 
H NO MATCH FOR ANY N 
K ETERNAL, BUT BE CERTAIN 
j^^. THAT AT THE HEART OF 


W^, X НАЦИЯ LIES A POWER 
å „( GREATER THAN ANY ONE 
N “55 MAN — A VELANKE'EN! d 





IAGON AND HIS COMPANIONS STEPPED 
INSIDE THE KEEP, AND INTO A BIZARRE 
САРЕ. 


CHULT'R SAVE US! ) 
IS THIS SOME 
"WF! IGHTMARE? 


+ 
HALYIR IS A SHADOW, 
IAGON — LITTLE MORE 
ADREAM OF THE g 
EEP, 


UG 


Z 
`. > 
HALYIR SEEKS TO DEFEND 
^. ITSELF, MAJESTY. THESE “са 
—7^ ILLUSIONS ARE HARMLESS — А 
MEANT ONLY TO DETER THOSE >= 
F LITTLE WILLPOWER. TVE GOT NEWS FOR 


YOU, MAGICIAN — IT'S 
WORKING! 


THEY PRESSED ON, THROUGH SHIFTING 
= IMAGES AND SUDDEN DEAFENING NOISES . . . 





UNTIL THEY CAME TO. 
7 


WE HAVE ARRIVED. ВЕ NOT 
DISCONCERTED, LORD „2 
KING — THESE IMAGES AX 1 

MASK OUR TRUE DANGER. 7” 

SOMEWHERE WITHIN THIS 

DREAMSCAPE LURKS THE 

VELANKE'EN, AND ALL ITS 

MINIONS. 


oy 


С 





EVEN AS MARYELL SPOKE, CORPSE-LIKE В 
CREATURES APPEARED OUT OF NOWHERE. 


USE 


Ses 
BEWARE, LORD KING! 
THESE CREATURES ARE 
NOT THE WALKING 
CORPSES THEY APPEAR. 


THEY'RE FAST! I SEE WHAT 
YOU MEAN, LORD MARYELL! 





THERE, MY LIEGE! THAT 
MAKES IT MORE EVEN! 


MORTALLY WOUNDED, THE 
CREATURES DIED WITHOUT 
_ A SOUND — AND NO 
Г] BLOOD FLOWED FROM THE 
SWORD CUTS. 


LIKE OLD TIMES, EH, 
MARYELL? 


== AYE, RAVEN. THOUGH 
AGE DOES NOT SEEM 
TO HAVE WEAKENED 

THIS VELANKE'E 


FINALLY, THE LAST ONE WAS SLAIN. ) 
` umm 


LORD MARYELL! 
THEY'RE FADING AWAY 
— INTO SMOKE! у VELANKE'EN — ONCE ALL 
ARE DEAD THE ILLUSION OF 
SOLIDITY IS DISSOLVED. 
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R THE LECTURER, EH, 

MARYELL? I BID YOU ALL 

WELCOME TO HALYIR, IN 
QILAAN 


Zen 


2 
W 


OVERLORD OF THE SHADOW-KEEP, AND 
MASTER OF POTENT MAGICS. 


Š қ HOW TOUCHING! ` 
STAY BACK, MAJESTY MYRDAN — NOW 
THIS IS NO TIME FOR 


BABY-SITTER FOR } 
MORTALS. BUT HIS 
CONCERN IS 
JUSTIFIED, LITTLE 
KING —FORIAM 44 


MORTAL BRAVERY. 










BOTH ETERNALS STRUCK IN ს р YOU SHOULD BOTHKNOW у 
сикон BUT THEIR К QILAAN STRONGH 2 


BLOWS SIMPLY BOUNCED 


w. CENTRAL POWER-SOURCE, AND Y) GEO 
ALWAYS EMBODIED AS A LIVING 
THING — THE VELANKE'EN! I AM 
F THE QILAAN MADE 
FLESH! /- 





THE VELANKE'EN SPREAD ITS ARMS 
— AND A VERY UNIVERSE 
GLEAMED WITHIN ITS BODY. 


@ 


HOLD! HOW MAY EVEN 
ETERNALS PREVAIL 
AGAINST SUCH AS THIS? I 
კლა. CONTAIN THE WHOLE OF 
THIS DIMENSION WITHIN 
MYSELF! d 


. « 


IMPRESSIVE TRICKS, 4 
QILAAN-SPAWN — IF YOU 
SEEK TO IMPRESSTHE + 
MORTALS, BUT WE KNOW 
YOU ARE OLD AND FADING. 


Ni 





YOU KNOW THIS SWORD, 
CREATURE? ONE OF THE SIX 
BLADES OF FATE. AND YOU KNOW 
THE POWER OF THIS STAFF! 


— z 
THE BLACK SWORD BREACHED THE УІ 
DEEPLY INTO ITS UNNATURAL BODY. AS HE THRUST THE STAFF INTO 
THE RENT, IT WAS AS THOUGH AN ENTIRE UNIVERSE EXPLODED. 





А 
THERE! OUR GATEWAY 
INTOIAGON'S WORLD — 
X, AND THE HEART OF 

RIYALH! 
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WHERE THE VELANKE'EN НАР 
STOOD NOW BLAZED A DAZZLING 
TUNNEL OF LIGHT — A PATHWAY 
THROUGH THE DIMENSIONS. 


HURRIEDLY, THEY PASSED 
THROUGH THE GATEWAY — AND į 
EMERGED IN THE CENTRE OFA Я} 
DAZZLING DISPLAY OF RAW 
POWER. 


MAGICIAN — I BEGIN TO 


WITH MY SANITY INTACT I 
SHALL ВЕ ALUCKY МАМ! 


THE QILAAN ARE AN > 2 7 
ARROGANTRACE, -YÀ @ 
> Å NAY, 
AND TO SOME, THIS ISA онан FORTRESS HAS | 


TREASURE INDEED. ONE, AND THIS IS THE 
VELANKE'I EN OF RIYALH 








AYE— AND EASILY 
DESTROYED BEFORE IT 
CAN GROW MORE 
POWERFUL. 


" 
AS THE CREATURE DIED, THE BLINDING LIGHTS 
DIMMED AND FADED ALTOGETHER. 
— |” = 
SO — ONCE AGAIN MYRDAN 


! Kona 

AS DARKNESS FELL, THE TOWERING 

FIGURES OF THE QILAAN ENTERED P GUESTS. PERHAPS THIS 

THE CHAMBER. TIME YOU WOULD CARE TO 
STAY LONGER! ы 


I WILL NOT AGAIN MAKE 
THE ERROR OF BEING 
MERCIFUL, ACHIOR! 
ONLY YOUR 
DESTRUCTION WILL 

y: SUFFICE. 


AYE— BUT TODAY WE HAVE 
THE RUNESTAFF OF URYELL 
. ЗИ МЕВ-АВМ AGAINST 
WHICH МОТ EVEN THE 
GODS WOULD STRIVE. THE 
REIGN OF THE QILAAN ENDS 
т HERE! 


ONCE BEFORE YOU 
BOASTED THAT, 
MARYELL, BUT COULD 
ONLY BANISH US TO 
LIMBO AND SEAL OUR 

> EXIT. 





UNITED BY THE STAFF INTO ONE MAGICAL 

BEING, MYRDAN AND MARYELL FLEW AT THE 

QILAAN — WHO CONJURED THEIR OWN и 
IR ITSELF. 


TIMEFORUSTO 
GO, SALADOTH! 





M | 


АН! ҒОЕ5 WORTHY OF 65 


OUR STEEL АТ LAST! 





THEIR ANGER AND OUTRAGE 
FINDING RELEASE AT LAST, 
IAGON AND SALADOTH CUT INTO 

N p" 





IKE, THE 
ANCIENT WISDOM SAYS. 
BUT FOR MY EYE Ц. HAVE 
YOUR BLOOD! 





/ THE NUMBERS LESSEN, 
( SALADOTH! I THINK WE MAY 
— YET LIVE! 


АУЕ, PRAISE THE И 
LL. GODS.BUT 
WHAT...? 4 


vi SALADOTH SAW A SIGHT NOT 
NT FOR MORTAL EYES. å 


с DAC 
FREEDOM! BUT YOU'RE 
SUDDENLY QUIET, 


SALADOTH — WHAT DID 7 
YOU SEE BACK THERE? NOTHING, MY LIEGE. AT 
რ“ LEAST, NOTHING "ЦА. 


REMEMBER DURING MY 
WAKING HOURS! 





THEY TOPPED A GRASSY RISE, AND 
PAUSED TO LOOK BACK AT THE 
NIGHTMARISH SHAPE OF RIYALH 
WHERE STRANGE LIGHTS BLAZED. 


THEY'LL DESTROY THE 
KEEP IN THEIR BATTLE! 


PERHAPS, MY LIEGE — BUT 
PRAY THE QILAAN FALL 
WITH IT, WHATEVER ELSE 
e THE OUTCOME! 


AND THEN, THE QILAAN KEEP ERUPTED IN A FRIGHTENING / 
EXPLOSION THAT TORE HOLES THROUGH THE TEN PLANES. 
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IT'S OVER THEN! NOTHING 
COULD HAVE LIVED 
THROUGH THAT! 


HIS BODY BATTERED AND TWISTED, ACHIQR 
STOOD ABOVE THEM; HIS FACE FILLED WITH 
LOATHING. 


TAKE YOUR CURSES TO THE PIT, 
DEMON-SPAWN! AND MAY 
“ТАМ WELCOME YOUR SOUL! 


I LIVE STILL! I LAY MY CURSE ON 
YOU, MORTAL — MAY YOU NEVER 
KNOW REST FROM THE POWERS 
OF DARKNESS — AND THE BLACK 

'S YOU SO DESPISE! 


8 WEAKENED, ACHIOR WAS UNABLE TO STOP THE 
SWORD STROKE, AND DIED INSTANTLY. 





AYE, MAJESTY. 
LIFE OF AN ETERNAL IS 


DESTROYED FOREVER. 
MUCH OF OUR THANKS 


SALADOTH, MUST YOU 
RETURN TO ABARIA? 


AYE, SALADOTH. AND 
ANGLERRE HAS MUCH TO 
DO. MANY WOUNDS OF ITS 

OWN ТО HEAL. г 





NO, MY LIEGE. IT 
WILL BE AN HONOUR TO 
PLACE MY SWORD EVER AT 
YOUR DISPOSAL! 








WHY NOT, MAJESTY! HAVE A 
FEELING MY SERVICES TO THE 
CROWN ARE NOT YET FINISHED. 
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DONT FORGET THIS 
MONTH'S OTHER 
MUNIN O 
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Have you missed a copy of Starblazer? Well, we can 

prevent it happening again — with an annual 

subscription. All you have to do is write for details to 

STARBLAZER SUBSCRIPTIONS, D. C. THOMSON & CO., 

LTD., BANK STREET, DUNDEE DD1 9HU. 
enclosing an SAE for your reply. 



















RUNE 
WAR 


Anglerre was 
being bled to 
death by the 
Demon Prince and 
his evil cohorts. Мо 
mere mortal could 
hope to defeat 
them — not even 
the valiant young 
King. The 

only solution lay in 
the ancient rune 

‚ writings, so old 
and obscure that 
their secrets had 
long been 
forgotten. 

One man, if indeed 
he were a man, 
held the power to 
defeat the 
malignant hordes 
of death ... and he 
was as mysterious 
as the ancient 
rune writings. 





